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Dcn. Larry Leone
Dcn. Davis Tri Do
Dcn. Juan Ochoa
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CATHOLIC CHURCH

8100 Chapman Avenue, Stanton CA 90680 | (714) 893-2766 | www.stpolycarp.org

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday
5:00 PM English
7:00 PM Vietnamese
Sunday
7:30 AM  English
9:00 AM  Spanish
11:00 AM English
1:00 PM  Spanish
4:00 PM Vietnamese
6:00 PM  Spanish

WEEKDAY MASSES

6:30 AM English (Mon-Fri)
8:30 AM English (Mon-Sat)

6:30 PM Spanish (Mon)
6:30 PM Vietnamese (Fri)

EUCHARISTIC

ADORATION
9:00 AM - 10 AM (Fri)
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM (Sat)

SACRAMENT OF

RECONCILIATION
7:15PM (Monday)
9:00 AM  (Friday)
3:30 PM (Saturday)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
1:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Sunday
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

info@stpolycarp.org

BULLETIN: editor@stpolycarp.org

JANUARY 5, 2025

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

They were overjoyved at seeing the star.
- Mt 210

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS

English/Spanish Religious Education
(714) 892-3158

Monday & Thursday
Saturday

2 PM—6 PM
9 AM—1PM

Confirmation Programs

(714) 890-5200

Tuesday & Friday
Sunday

9:30 AM—5:30 PM
9 AM—2 PM

Vietnamese Religious Education

(714) 620-7895

Tuesday & Wednesday
Friday

1PM—4 PM
1 PM—5 PM



MASS INTENTION§/INTENCIONES DE MISA/
XIN Y LE CAU NGUYEN
Saturday, January 4, 2025
5:00 PM Teresa Tiffany Trang Nguyent
7:00 PM Thomas Lai Phamt & Joseph Tien Pham

Sunday, January 5, 2025
7:30 AM Jose Carlos Arzagat; Paul Quangt
9:00 AM Alejo Villegast & Maria Asencion Sotot
11:00 AM  Maria Pham My Linht & Ren Thi Hoangt
1:00 PM Lilian de Ibarrat; Vicente Lopezt,

Jose Lopezt & Eliodora Morenot

4:00 PM
6:00 PM Maria Rosa Linda Gonzalez;
Ronald Penate (40th birthday)

Monday, January 6, 2025
6:30 AM Vincent Cendejas
8:30 AM Thomas G. Ramast; Dax Gonzalez
6:30 PM Bartolomet & Paulinat;
Maria Rosa Linda Gonzalez

Tuesday, January 7, 2025
6:30 AM Pray for our Parishioners
8:30 AM Pray for all Souls

Wednesday, January 8, 2025
6:30 AM Pray for our Priests
8:30 AM Pray for our Parishioners

Thursday, January 9, 2025

6:30 AM Pray for our Priests

8:30 AM David Ramsay

Friday, January 10, 2025

6:30 AM Pray for all Souls

8:30 AM Pray for our Parishioners

6:30 PM Pray for the Sick

Saturday, January 11, 2025

8:30 AM Quang Hien Nguyent & All Ancestorst

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11,
12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-33, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/
Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/
Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/
Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1Jn5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and

6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30

Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-28, 29-30 (1)/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Pope's Intention -

For the Right to an Education

Let us pray for migrants, refugees, and
those affected by war, that their right to an
education, which is necessary to build a
better world, might always be respected.
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Dec 28/29 Masses
Dec 28/29 Online Giving
Total collection:

$19,820.50
$ 1,622.74
$21,443.24

CHRISTMAS—$25,657.00

Thank you for your support! jGracias por su apoyo!
Cdm on tém ldng qudng dai cua moi nguoi.
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PSA 2024
REPORT

AS OF 11/27/2024
PLEDGES RECEIVED: 46! FAMILIES/INDIVIDUALS
AMOUNT PLEDGED: $209,025.00
TOTAL PAID: $202,795.00

OUR 2024 PSA GOAL: §98.000.00
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Las lecturas de la semana del 5 de enero de 2025

Domingo: Is 60, 1-6/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 10-11.
12-13 (ver 11)/Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6/Mt 2, 1-12
Lunes: 1Jn3,22—4,6/Sal 2,7-8.10-12/
Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25
Martes: 1Jn 4, 7-10/Sal 71, 1-2. 3-4. 7-8/Mc 6, 34-44
Miércoles: 1Jn 4, 11-18/Sal 71, 1-2. 10. 12-13/
Mc 6, 45-52
Jueves: 1Jn4,19—5,4/Sal 71,1-2. 14y 15. 17/
Lc 4, 14-22
Viernes: 1Jn5,5-13/Sal 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-20/
Lc 5, 12-16
Sabado: 1Jn5,14-21/Sal 149, 1-2.3-4.5y6Yy9/
Jn 3, 22-30
Domingo: Is 40, 1-5.9-11/Sal 103, 1-2. 3-4. 24-25.

27-28.29-30 (1)/Tit 2, 11-14; 3, 4-7/
Lc 3, 15-16. 21-22

Las conmemoraciones del 5 de enero de 2025

Domingo: Dia de la Epifania del Sefior

Lunes: San Andrés Bessette, religioso
Martes: San Raimundo de Pefiafort, sacerdote
Domingo: El Bautismo del Sefor

(PRACTICANDO) CATOLICA: RECONOCE A DIOS EN TUS
MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS
Por Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini Reflexion: El viaje de los reyes magos habria sido
traicionero e incdbmodo. Imaginese la paz en sus corazones
cuando se acercaron al joven Mesias y cayeron de rodillas.
La nueva y vibrante conciencia de cual era su propio
propdsito. Fue epifania para ellos. Puede ser lo mismo para
nosotros.

La Respuesta
¢éAlguna vez has tenido una epifania?

Confieso que nunca he dedicado mucho tiempo a
reflexionar sobre el término "epifania." En mi cabeza,
siempre ha habido una estricta separacion de la iglesia y el
estado cuando se trata de esta palabra. Pienso en la fiesta
religiosa de la Epifania, cuando celebramos el encuentro de
los Reyes Magos con el Nifio Jesus, como algo totalmente
distinto de nuestra comprension moderna de la antigua
palabra griega epiphdneia, que significa "manifestacion” o
"aparicién."

"He tenido una epifania," lo he dicho muchas veces antes, y
lo que quiero decir es que he llegado a una realizacién
largamente esperada. He recibido la respuesta a una
pregunta que me ha dejado perpleja, tal vez me ha
inquietado. Ahora sé qué curso de accién debo tomar.

"Hoy es la Epifania," les digo a mis hijos cuando hacemos
una rosca de reyes y llevamos las figuritas de los Reyes
Magos a nuestro Nacimiento debajo del drbol de Navidad
(que, después de hoy, se volvera a guardar, porque el
tiempo de Navidad ha llegado a su cumplimiento).

Y siempre he pensado que queria decir dos cosas muy
diferentes.

Pero hoy, reflexiono sobre el viaje de los magos, uno que a
menudo debe haber sido traicionero e incomodo. Pienso en
su encuentro con Herodes, una situacién que ciertamente
estaba llena de tensién y miedo. Y me imagino el
sentimiento en sus corazones cuando se acercaron al joven
Mesias y cayeron de rodillas. Pienso en la paz que debieron
sentir. La nueva y vibrante conciencia de cudl era su propio
propdsito.

Fue una epifania para ellos, un descubrimiento de la
verdad. Una respuesta.

Deberia ser lo mismo para nosotros.

MEDITACION EVANGELICO - ALENTAR ENTENDIMIENTO
MAS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA

Estamos aln en un ambiente navidefio, la alegria perdura
todavia en nuestro corazén y en el ambiente. El Evangelio
nos narra que los Magos, obedeciendo la voz de su
conciencia y guiados por una estrella, se ponen en marcha.
Deseaban reconocer a Dios para ofrecerle sus regalos de
oro, incienso y mirra. Después de investigar y preguntar, se
aseguran de continuar el camino. Su esfuerzo no fue en
vano, ellos fueron capaces de encontrarlo: “Al entrar a la
casa vieron al nifio con Maria, su madre; se arrodillaron y le
adoraron” (Mateo 2:11). éiCuales han sido mis esfuerzos en
esta Navidad para encontrar a Dios? ¢A quien he
preguntado para ser guiado y llegar a EI?

Para ver el misterio de Dios, debemos prepararnos. Esto
implica movimiento, bondad, y sencillez. Solo asi,
experimentaremos la grandeza de Dios y lograremos ver
nuestra pequefiez. Callar y percibir el ambiente del
Evangelio de esta Liturgia es esencial para una limpieza del
corazon. Es tiempo de abandonar la terquedad de nuestra
vida, la desconfianza e hipocresia que a veces tenemos
guardada como Herodes. “Se dejaron guiar por el impulso
de la luz celeste y mientras acompafiaban con atenta
contemplacion la luz que los precedia, eran guiados al
conocimiento de la verdad por el esplendor de la

gracia” (San Ledn Magno, Primer sermdn de la Epifania).
Todos estamos invitados y tenemos derecho de mirar al
cielo como los Magos y buscar la estrella que nos guia en el
camino: jJesus! OLPi
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ThaBa 28/01/2025 - 29 T€T
6:30PM - Thanh Lé Giao Thira

Tha Tu29/01/2025 - MUNG 1 T€T
6:30PM - Thanh Lé Cau Binh An Cho Nam Mdi

ThaN3m 30/01/2025 - MUNG 2 TET
6:30PM - Thanh Lé Kinh Nhd Ong Ba T6 Tién

ThirSau 31/01/2025 - MUNG 3 TET
6:30PM - Thanh Lé Thanh Héa Cong An Viée Lam

Chda Nhat 09/02/2025
4:00PM - Thanh L& Chia Nhat V Thudng Nién
Tiée Mimg Tan Nién tai H6i Truong sau Thanh Lé

Chigng Tirinh G61BEnh Chting Tet

Banh Chung - Banh Tét dem dén cho mdi ngudi chiing ta hinh anh chudn bj cho
T&t Nguyén Dan, cling I3 dé gay qu¥f cho céc sinh hoat clia Cong Poan. Cong Doan kéu goi quy 6ng
ba anh chi em chung tay phu gitp, khdng can ki ndng hodc kinh nghiém, s& c6 ngudi hudng dan.
B3t d3u tUr ThirHai 06/01/2025 dén 26/01/2025 tir 9am - 4pm va 6pm - 9pm
Can ngudi ra 13, lau 13, cdt 13, cdt day, ...

Cong Poan can rat nhiéu thién nguyén vién, dac biét véi nhiing anh chj em tré, khde, nhanh nhen
dé ndi tiép nhiing cong viéc truyén thong van héa Tét €8 Truyén clia ngudi Viét Nam.

Cong Doan sé lo phan an trua.
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Lam 5a0 Be Nhan Buoc On Toan Xa Trong Kam Thanh 2025 2

Tb’i Thir Ba, ngay 24/12/2024, Birxc Thanh
Cha d3 md clra thanh tai Dén Tha Thanh Phérd, chinh thic
bt ddu Nam Thanh 2025, kéo dai cho dén L& Hién Linh,
vaongay 4/1/2026.

M6t trong nhimg d3c diém chinh cia N&m Thanh 13 On
Toan Xa. Trong Nam Thanh nay, chiing ta cd thé nhan dugc
hai On Toan X& mdi ngay, trong d6, On Toan X4 thu hai
nhuong cho cac linh han.

On Toan X4 13 an suing dugc Gido Hai Cong Gido ban cho
nh& c6ng nghiép clia Chua Giésu Kitd dé xéa bd hinh phat
tam thai do t4i 16i gdy ra. An X4 dp dung cho nhiing tdi da
duoc tha thir, On Toan Xa thanh tdy tdm hdn nhu thé nguoi
d6 vira méi duoc rda toi.

D& nhan duoc On Toan X4 thuc hién cic budc sau:

» Thir Nhat: Chung ta phai di xung tdi va tir bé moi quyén
luy@n ddi véi ti 16i. Chi can xung téi mot1an 13
a0 dugc hudng nhiéu On Toan X3a.

» ThirHai: Phai rudc 18 trong Ngay mudn nhan On Toan Xa.

» ThirBa: Caunguyén theo y Dirc Thanh Cha.

P ThTu: Lam mot trong cac viéc sau

T6n Vinh valan chudi Long Chia Thuong Xét.

D& N3m Thanh 2025 - Hanh Huong va Hy Vong sinh
nhiéu hoa trai thiéng liéng cho m&i ngudi: Tran trong kinh mai

quy tin hiru cing tham dy gi¢ Long Chia Thuong Xot.

/ao ltc 3 gio chiéu mGi ngay tai Gido xu Thanh Polycarp,
Nhém Cau nguyén Long Chia Thuong X6t déu cé The Lay -

* Lam viéc Bac di: danh thai gian cho nguoi gia ¢6 don, gilp
ngudi bénh, ngudi khuyét tat. Quyén gdép cho ngudi
nghéo, ho trg cdng tac bao vé sy séng, tham gia phuc vu
CongDéng...

« An chay, sam hdi: kiéng it nhat mdt ngdy mdi tudn khdi
mang xa hdi, Tivi, ...

“ Ghé tham va cau nguyén tai cac nha the dja phuong (nha
Thé Chinh Toa, hodc Nha Tho do Giam Muc chi dinh)
khéng phai dé chyp hinh khoe trén mang xa hoi ma 13 cdu
nguyén cho chinh minh, cho tha nhan va theo y Duc
Thanh Cha.

* Hanh huong dén Roma ciing nhu cac dja diém linh thiéng
trén thé gidi da dugc chi dinh va tham gia cdc khéa dao
tao vé Céng dong Vatican Il.

Toém lai, néu ta xung t6i, tirbd moi quyén luyén doi vai toi
I6i, rudc 18, cdu nguyén theo y Dirc Thanh Cha va thyc hién
mot viéc bac i 13 a0 dé nhan duge mot On Toan X4, Néu
trong clng ngay, ta rudc I€ 13n thirhai va lam thém mat viéc
bac ai nlFa thi nhan dugc On Toan Xa thirhai nhudng cho cac
linh hén.

25 ndm méi c6 118n, day 13 dip dé ta nhin Iai chinh minh,
sam hdi va lam viéc bac ai dé nhan dugc On Toan X& moj
ngay trong sudt Nam Thanh 2025.

Trich luge tir Vietcatholic.net

®

Hop HDMV thudng nién
lGc 1pm Chua Nhat
ngay 12/01/2025
tai Phong St. Polycarp
xin cac Hoi Doan c6 mat day du.




THE CHURCHES IN AFRICA, EASTERN AND
CENTRAL EUROPE, AND LATIN AMERICA

?’W 2ND COLLECTION

3 4
171172023 = 1/12/20235

Your support for the collection provides lay leadership training, catechesis, priestly
and refigious formation, and ather programs to share our Catholic faith with those
who long to hear the Goad News of Christ. Please give generously.

{.,,. - Your generous financial support is appreciated: %
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MISSION STATEMENT

We are a faith-based Catholic community whose
members are enriched by the celebration of the
Sacraments and opportunities to deepen our prayer
lives. Guided by the Word of God and family
values, we strive always to be a beacon of light for
the lost, the lonely, the marginalized, and all those
seeking the truth as we walk in the footsteps of those
first disciples of Jesus and our patron St. Polycarp.

A PRAYERFUL
NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTION
IDEA:
KEEP A
GRATITUDE
PRAYER JOURNAL
AND SAY
A PRAYER OF

THANKSGIVING
EVERY EVENING.

il THANK youo Y.,
X/ .2024 PSA DONORSI - -

. 461 FAMILIES PARTICIPATED IN THIS YEAR'S
PASTORAL SERVICES APPEAL, SUBMITTING PLEDGES
OF $209,025.00.

‘ THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND LOVE OF OUR
y . PARISH AND SUPPORT OF THE DIOCESE OF oRANGE ) [
| \ o
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Jubilee 2025
10 Things to Know about this Jubilee Year

1.A jubilee year, also known as a “holy year," is a special year in the
life of the church currently celebrated every 25 years.

2.Jubilee 2025 opens Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, at 7 p.m., with the
rite of the opening of the Holy Door at St, Peter’s Basilica In the
Vatican immediately before Pope Francis celebrates midnight
Mass.

3.The theme of the Holy Year is “Pilgrims of Hope."

4. Drawing on their Jewish roots, jubilee years emphasize the
sacrament of reconciliation and restoring relationships with God.

5.The year calls Christians to action.

6.Expect an influx of pilgrims in the Eternal City, Italy's National
Tourist Research Institute projects 35 million visitors in 2025,
nearly tripie of its 13 million visitors in 2023,

7.Pope Frandis noted that jubilee pilgrims are likely to visit Rome's
Christian catacombs and its seven pilgrim churches — the
basilicas of St, Peter, St. Mary Major, St, john Lateran, St. Paul
Qutside the Walls, St. Lawrence, Holy Cross and St. Sebastian —
destinations St. Philip Neri popularized in the 16th century with a
15-mile walk.

8.Expect Rome to sparkle and shine.

9.While many jubilee events will take place in Rome and at the
Vatican, It's a celebration for the whole church. On Dec, 29,
diocesan bishops are expected to open the Holy Year locally with
Masses at their cathedrals and co-cathedrals. Catholics are
encouraged to make pilgrimages to their cathedral during the
year, and should watch diocesan communications for local
events.

10.The Jubilee Year concludes with the closing of the Holy Door at

St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 6, 2026, on the feast of the Epiphany.
However, the Holy Doors at Rome's other major basilicas will
close Dec. 28, 2025, the same day dioceses are to end local
celebrations of the Holy Year, o

++




Parish Bereavement Coordinators
& Grief Support Teams 7 [
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“Blassed Ars those who mouwil

KEY DISCUSSION AND INSIGHTS (5 Protocols and quidelines aher &
G} Paatoral Care appeoach foroffering > B, Inctuding wnoin 16 nontat
' emoctional and spiritusl support to ot when, cemeteriss and
yrieving taimiics. martesey inveivemant, 0 & A
@ Liturgica: guideines of funsral rites.

JANUARY 18, 2025
8:30 AM -12:30 PM
Culturs! Conter

Christ Cothedral Campus
13280 Chepmman Ave Darden Orove CA 82840
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S You can also rogater by 1iling out this form. Please foow the instructions below

Name: _ Cash:(_J Check ]
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THU BAY CUA TWAN THU HAI MOI THANG
9:00 SANG g -uu CHIEU - CO AN TRUA

Lambertian Ministry Centef (12211 Magnolia St Garden Grove, CA 92841)

To RSVP: (714) 204-5891. Event is FREE--Doc'i_iﬁont Offering



Post-Abortion Pastoral Care

' 1.800.722.4356

() hopeandhealing@rcbo.org

e For more infarmation, *ﬂ
; ¢ scan the QR code -
4

TRAN TRONG VAI TRO CUA
NGUOI ME
Pong Hanh va hoc hai
cho cic ngudi me hoac sip lam me

Thy Bay twdn thy bo mdi Thang

Tir 9 séng - 12 trua s Lf—‘— ‘ Xi;s y?vi glw(;«:g 50
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To Al of Dur Volunteor for Your T
and Talents & Quppo Oy

Dk Fanily

| VIvstagogical = Vlixological Journey
January Bth + 10th OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
January 15th » T7th COLEMAN CENTER
E200PM - 7:30PM 900 W. La Habra Bivd

PRAYER, COCKTAILS, AND THEOLOGY WITH PRIESTS

ad

Spots aew limited| Tickats con be 4
purchased via our websits ot 1
olglohabra.org. This is 0 21+ event.

www.olglohobro.org/vespers | scon QR code far ticket purchose

MORNING WITH GOD - WOMEN'S RETREAT

RETREAT EVERY 2ND SATURDAY - 9-20AM-I2N *
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

Lambertian Ministry Center - 12211 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA
To RSVP: (714) 204-5891 Event is FREE—-Donations Accepted




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1)

Psalm:
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72)

Second Reading:

It was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel. (Eph 3;5-6)

Gospel:

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising

and have come to do him homage.”" (Mt 2:2)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The news of the Messiah unsettled Herod.
We see his anxiety clearly in today’s
Gospel. This is what Christ has come to
do, after all. He has come to shake things
up. Are we ready to be unsettled?

Observances for the week of
January 5, 2025

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

Monday: St. André Bessette, Religious
Tuesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

EPIPHANY

BLESSING

Devotions, Explained!

The Epiphany household
blessing is an ancient practice
in the Church. This tradition

is a beautiful way to observe
the coming of the magi while
invoking God'’s blessing on
your home and all who enter it.
All that is needed is chalk and
a prayerful heart!

Prayer of Rejoicing

Fill our hearts, Lord, with
rejoicing as we seek and
discover You. Your ways are
full of wonder, glory, surprise,
and joy.

Amen.

©LPi SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025 | THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: The journey of the magi would have been
treacherous and uncomfortable. Imagine the peace in their
hearts as they approached the young Messiah and fell to their
knees. The new, vibrant awareness of what their own purpose
was. It was an epiphany for them. It can be the same for us.

The Answer
Have you ever had an epiphany?

I'll confess that I've never spent much time reflecting on the
term “epiphany.” In my head, there has always been a strict
separation of church and state when it comes to this word. |
think of the religious feast of the Epiphany, when we celebrate
the magi's encounter with the Christ Child, as totally distinct
from our modern understanding of the ancient Greek word
epiphaneia, which means “manifestation” or “appearance.”

“I've had an epiphany,” | have said many times before, and
what | mean is that | have come to a long-awaited realization.
| have received the answer to a question which has perplexed
me, perhaps troubled me. | now know what course of action |
must take.

“Today is the Epiphany,” | say to my children when we make
a king cake and bring the little magi figures to our Nativity
beneath the Christmas tree (which will, after today, be put
back into storage, for the Christmas season has come to its
fulfillment).

And I've always thought | meant | was saying two very different
things.

But today, | ponder the journey of the magi, one that must
have often been treacherous and uncomfortable. | think about
their meeting with Herod, a situation that certainly was fraught
with tension and fear. And | imagine the feeling in their hearts
as they approached the young Messiah and fell to their knees.

| think of the peace they must have felt. The new, vibrant
awareness of what their own purpose was.

It was an epiphany for them — a discovery of truth. An answer.

It should be the same for us.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Besides the Wise Men, what is
significant about the Epiphany?

Answer:

Epiphany means "manifestation,” or
public display. The feast is usually
celebrated January 6. In the US, it
is celebrated on the Sunday nearest
to January 6. It originates from a
story unique to Matthew (2:1-12).
Magi from the East come to offer
homage to the newborn King,
presenting him with gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

This part of Matthew's infancy
narrative differs from Luke’'s
account of the birth of Jesus.

In Luke there are no Magi, star,
nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being
born in a stable after Mary and
Joseph's long travel from Nazareth
to Bethlehem. Matthew seems to
have the family living in a house
in Bethlehem, where the Magi find
them.

Why these differences? They stem
from the needs and concerns

of the audience the authors

were addressing, as well as

the theological stance of each
author. Knowing the original
intention helps get at the correct
interpretation of the text.

Since Matthew was writing
primarily to a Jewish community,
his concern was to show that Jesus
did not come just for Jews, but for
Gentiles as well. From his very birth,
Jesus not only manifests himself
to Jews, but also to Gentiles, who
are prominently included in the
manifestation, symbolized by the
Magi and their journey. This is the
most significant aspect of the feast
of Epiphany. How do you manifest
Jesus to all with whom you come
into contact?
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